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PRESiDENT’S MESSAGE, 


No. 3. 


fs it regards Spain, the treaty ceding 
Florida may be carried into effect in contempt 
of the Spanish monarch’s conduct: No re- 
spect for ies: er for his authority, would re- 
strain us from it. But as it regards the 
Uniled Staies, the government owe it to the 
welfare of the people, to weigh well the 
course they pursue in relation to the bad 
faith of Sing Ferdinand. ‘This consideration 
is the motive which ought to govern the coun- 
cils of the nation on the occasion. 

If we examine the position of Florida—its 
external and internal frontiers—both con- 
nected with the territory of the United States; 
affording, from the side of the ocean, a situa- 
tion of easy access to an invading enemy; 
and, from the side of the land, a ready refuge 
for the Indian foe, prone to border warfare, 
and frequently waging it—there will be some 
difliculty in the invention of a reasonable 
scruple why, under present ci:cumstances, 
we should refrain from seizing upon it. The 
security of the navigation of the Mississippi, 
an object so precious to the ep ile of the 
westeru States; the necessity, for the due ex- 
ecution of our revenue laws, of having a con- 
tinuous maritime frontier, from the western 
boundary of Louisiana to the St. Mary’s re- 
quire that we should command the eutire coast; 


whilst, more particularly, the prosperty of 


the inhabitants of the western and southern 
parts of Georgia; of the inhzbitants oi the 
eastern and southern parts of Alabama; im- 
periously demand that the United States 
should possess the Apalachicoia, with its 
margins, tv the sea. In whatever light we 
view it, the subject forces itself upon the at 
_tention with an irresistible weight of import- 
ance, impelling to an opinion, amounting to 
an article of political faith, that no mine 
considerations, under the aspect Florida pre 
sents itself to us at this moment, should pre 
veut our grasping it with a firm and unyield- 
Jughand: - 





sought eludes our pursuit; and 


The condition of the nations of the world 
is now calm and favorable to this achieve- 


ment; a year hence, it may be stormy and 


meuacing. In the affairs of mankind, the 


mane and criminai institutions at New York, —Report of Jortunate moment should never be trifed 


with, When we play with it, the thing we 
then, to ob- 
‘tain it, we have to struggle for it under re- 
grets, losses. and many perils. . ‘ 
The foi ms of the constitution-of the United 
States ensuce the freedom and happiness of 
the American people ; but they alse, ia some 
cases, afford to theit adversaries the facility 
of abusing their coufidence. The present is 
one of those cases, Six months were allowed 
to ratify the treaty, These six months would 
expire in August; but the court of Madrid weil 
knew that cur Congress would not sit in Au- 
gust; that the Presigent alove could do nothing5 
that, artfully holding out to our government 
the proasise of explanation, the American ex- 
ecutive would scarcely convene Congress by 
proclamation in consequence of. the failure of 
Spain to rati/y the treaty; and that Congress, 
therefore, would aot be in session until the first 
Monday in December. Sudden war, for the 
i breach of faith, was, of course, in their coa- 
templatiun, out of the question. ‘The court of 
| Spain likewise knew that Congress itselt was 
sometimes slow to resolve upon a great mea- 
sure; that, ic particular, at this juncture, there 
| hung upon the skirts of the previ’ adminis- 
i tration one or two active politicians, who, al- 
though of but moderate talents, were ardent, 
bold, and aspiring, and who would be pleased 
to see him embarrassed in the performance of 
his official duties; that the presidential elec- 
;tion would be near, and that, under critical 
circumstances, which they would seek by eve- 
ry means to promote, one or more pretenders 
:to the presidency would start up, to perplex 
the political course of the Executive, and ren- 
der abortive any energetic step he might pro- 
se. 
Yet, whatever may have been the calcula. 
tions of Spain, we persuade ourselves ihey 
will not be realized. Doabiless, a few indi- 
viduals among us may pursue the course 
which the cahloct of Madrid conceived; but if 
that cabiaet believes, that this country will be 
satisfied with explanations, to be given and 
quired, by an agent creeping hither at a 
jail’s pace, so ax to arrive just as the Con- 
vress is about to adjoura, and thereby gaia 
me toc another year, we are under the im- 
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wil! not bear it; and their spirit will influence 
the conduct of their representatives. 

We hold it to be an incontrovertable, even 
a sacred principle, in the execution of the pow- 
ers of the federal governmen!, that, as the 
President cannot, by his own mere motion, 
sustain negociations which he is obliged to 
enter into for the benefit of the Union; by the 
military force of the nation, thé Congress, 
which wields that force, is bound in honor, and 
bythe injunctions of. the constitution, when 
the President has acted with probity aad 
good faith, to step in, and bring the sword of 
the Republic to his aid. If it were otherwise, 
the Executive might at random, be the sport 
of the foreign government with which he treat- 
ed. 

It is a wise provision in our government, 
that the executive has not the power of declar- 
ing war. This provision, however, was in- 
tended only to give the assurance of liberty 
and happiness to ourselves. Where these are 
safe to the American people, congress, as it 
respects a foreign government, may, with- 
out danger, upon a contingency whose whole 
extent is clearly seen and well understood, 
lend the power of the sword to the Executive, 
to be used or not, as events may dictate, upon 
his “responsibility.” This, we apprehend, is 
the course to be pursued by the congress; and, 
upon the considerations steted in the Presi- 
dent’s message, it is pointed out equally by 
courage and moderation. It can never be ad- 
mitted that the forms of our free constitution 
shall proteet an adversary under the injuries 
which he inflicts upon us. 


—— 


UNITED STATES BANK. 


Atan election for Directors of the Bank of the 
United States, heid at the banking house, in Phila 
‘delphia, on tee 3d and 4th instant, the following 
named gentlemen, except the five first, who were 
appointed by the government, were duly elected 
for the year 1820. Langdon Cheves was elected 
President: 


* GOVERNMENT DIRECTORS. 


Langdon Cheves John M‘Kim, jr.—Balt. 
Manuel Eyre Chas. E. Dubley—N- Y. 
Nicholas Biddle 


Directors elected by the Stockholders. 


Pierce Butler Hartman Kuhn 

Richard Rundle Silas E. Weir 

John Sergeant John Potter—S. Carolina. 

Joshua Lippencott John Oliver—Maryland. 

Gustavus Colhoun John Donnell—Do. 

James Schott George Hoffman—Do. 

Thomas M. Willing Archibald Gracie—N. Y. 

Horace Binney Curtis Bolton—Do. 

Thomas Astley Nathaniel Silsbee—Mass, 
~ Samuel Wetherill James Lloyd—Do. 
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ANNUAL CENSUS 


Of the Humane and Criminal Institutions in the 
city of New York, collected by the attending Mi- 
nister, John Stenford, A. M. January 1, 1820. ‘Yo 
which he subjoins a comparative census of the city 
and county ot New York, between the years 1731, 
and 1819, being a difference of 88 years. 

Onpaan Asyitum— Boys 86, girls 47—1532, 

Crux Aums Hovse—White men 457, white women 
489, white boys 467, white girls 534, black men 36, 
black women 62, black boys 21, biack girls 13, 
maniacs 27—1896 

Crrx “Mosprrat—Patients 195, Lunatics 64—258. 

Deston’s Paisox—tin confinement, including the 
Liberties—423. 

Bripewrit—White men 45, white women 25, 
black men 19, black women 10—99. 

Peytrentiany Bettevur—W hite men, criminals, 
95, white women 8, black men 73, black women 20, 
white men, vagrants, 75, white women 46, black 
men, 23, black women 21, white women, maniacs, 
11—358. 

Srare Prison —White men 468, white women 
21, black men 89, black women 21—595. Total 
3757. Last year 5302. Increase 465 

Comparative Crnsvs.—According to the last 
census, taken by order of the mayor and common 
council, the city and county of N. York contain— 

1819—White males 53,343. white temales 56,391, 
109,736; black males 3,949, black females 5,934, 
9,923. Total 119,657. 

1731—Census taken by order of Rip Vandam, 
esq. President of the Province of New-York, Hen- 
ry Beckman, esq_ sheriff:— 

White males 3,771, white females 3,274, /045; 
—* males 785, black females 792, 1,577. Toiat 
8,622. : 

From this; it appears, the following is the in- 
crease of population in 88 years: 

Whites in 1819, 109,734, whites in 1731, 7,945. 
Increase, 102,689; blacks in 1819, 9,923. black’ in 
1731, 1,377. Increase, 8,346; blacks in 1819, 9,923. 
hs blacks and whites in 1781, 8,622. Increase 
1,301. 

So that this year, 1819, the blacks over balance 
the aumber of blacks and whites together in 1731, 
88 years ago, by 1,301. 





REPORT 
Of foreign arrivals at the port of New-York, for the 
year 1819. 


American Flag—260 ships, 3 barques, 279 brigs, 
2 ketches, 286 schooners, and 63 sloops. Aggre- 
gate, 895 

British Flag—15 ships, 33 brigs; and 4 schooners. 
Ageregate, 52. 

French Flag—11 ships, 16 brigs, 3 schooners, 
and one sloop. Aggregate, $1 

Russian Flag—1 ship. Aggregate, 1. 

Swedish Flag—1 ship and 2brigs. Aggregate, 1. 

Danish Flag—5 ships and 1 schooners Aggre- 
gate, 6. 

Dutch Flag—1 ship and 2 schooners. Aggre- 
gate, 3. 

Bremen Flag—1 ship. Aggregate, 1. 

Hamburgh Fag—1 ship and 2 brigs. Aggre- 


te, 3. 
Me Total-—296 ships, 3 barqnes, 334 brigs, 2 ketches, 
294 schooners, and 64sloops. Whole, 993. 
Total number of passengers, 9442. 
; a. W. HOWARD, Bg, Offi. 
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1oth. CONGRESS—!st. SESSION. 
IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, Janvuany 5 

Mr. Lowmie presented tothe Senate, certain 
resolutions of the Legisiature of Pennsylvania, re 
questing the Senators and Representatives from 
that state, in Congress, to propose, and use their 
exertions to obtain, an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, to prolubit Congress from 
making any law to erect or incorporate any bank or 
other monied institution, except within the District 
of Columbia; und that any bank estzblished by 
Congress shall, with its branches, be confined to the 
said District; which resolutions were read and laid 
on the table. 

The bi!! to provide for obtaining accurate state- 
ments of the foreign commerce of the United 
States; the bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Vreeland; and the bill establishing a circuit court 
within, and for the district of Maine, were severally 
considered, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mir Van Drxz. from the committee on pensions, 
made the followi.g report, which was read. 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution of the Senate, of December 20, 
1819, instructing the said committee to enquire into 
the expediency of reviving the act of 1806, entitled 
* A uct to provide for persons who were disabled 
by known wounds received in the revolationary 
war,” which expired at the close of the last session 
of Congress, report: 

Phat they have examined the subject embraced 
in the said resolution, and, finding that persons 
placed on the pension list, ia pursuance of the act 
of 1806, may continue to receive their pensions as 
heretofore. by complying with the provisions of the 
aci, entitled * An Act regulating the payments of 
invalid pensioners,” approved 3d March, 1819; and 
believing that most, if not all, the cases would come 
within the act of 1806, if revived, may be relieved 
under the more liberal provisions of the act of 18th 
March, 1818, t 2 Committee are, therefore, of 
Opinion, that it is not necessary or expedient to re- 
vive the act in the said resolution mentioned. 

Mr. Rogents presented to the Senate a pream- 
ble and resolution of the Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, requesting the Senators and Kepresentatives in 
Congress, from that state, to vote against the admis- 
sion of any territory, as a state, into the Union, un- 
Jess the introduction of slaves for life be prohibited 
therein; which resolution, &c. was read. 

The bill froin the other House, making a partial 
appropriation for the military service of the year 
1820, was, on motion of Mr. Williams, of Tennes- 
see, re-committed to the military committee, who 
subsequently reported two amendments (appropri- 
ating tor the national armories fifty-six thousand 
doliars, and for arrearages on the settlement of out- 
standing claims fifty thousand dollars) which 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill, thus 
amended, was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr Ticutxon, according to notice given, and 
having obtained leave, introduced a bill providing 
for the better organization of the Treasury Depart 
ment, which was read. 

Mr Dana presented to the Senate sundry reso- 
lutions, transmitted to him, of a meeting of citizens 
in the town of New-Haven, Connecticut, declaring 
their opinion of the right of Congress te prohibit 
the further extension of slavery in the United 
States, aad praying that its extension may be pro- 
hibited—-which resolutions were read. 

The Senate then, according to the crder of the 
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day, took up the bill declaring the consent of Con- 
gress to the admission of the state of Maine into 
the Union; when, 

On motion of Mr. Metzen, the said bill was posts 
poned for four weeks 

[though nothing was said on this motion, it may 
be proper to explain that the reason of the mover, 
for making, and of the Senate, for agreeing to it, 
was understcod to proceed from an intention of re- 


linquishing the further consideration of this bill, and 


of taking up the bill on the same subject which has 
already passed the House of Kkepresentatives, and 
been received and referred to a committee in the 
—— 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 

Executive business; after which—they adjourned. 
January 6. 

Mr. Rossats, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bili for the relief of Christopher Fow- 
ler, made a@ report, recommending that the same do 
not pass. ' 

Mr. Van Drxe offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on Pensions be 
instructed to enquire whether any amendment be 
necessary to the act “to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the lantl and narai service of the United 
States during the revolutionary war,” approved 
March 18, i818, the better to ensure the execution 
of suid act according to its trie spiril and intention, 
and whether it be expediedt in any respect to 
amend or modify said act. 

The engrossed biil to provide for obtaining accu- 
rate statements of tue foreign commerce of the U. 
States; the engrossed bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Nicholas Vrectand; and the engrossed bill estab. 
lishing a Circuit Court within and forthe District of 
Maine—were severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Smirs, from tie committee to whom had 
béen referred the bill tor the admission of Maine, 
reported the same with an amendment. 

[This amendment is the whole of the bill to au- 
thorise the people of Missouri to form a cunstitu- 
tion, &c. without restriction.] 

The report being before the Senate— 

Mr. Prexner, after adverting to the magnitude 
of the question involved in this amendment, and 
the importance of a full examination, clear under- 
siunding, and correct decision of it, moved that the 
bill be postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, Thursday next. 

This motion was agreed to, nem. con. 

‘The bills for the rehefof James Hughes; of An- 
thony Burk; and of the legal representotives of 
Philip Barbour, deceased, were received from the 
Hovse of Reprefentatives, and twice read and come 


‘ mitted. 


Ana the Senate adjourned to Monday. 
January 10. 

The Senate made progress on some private bills, 
and heard some reports on private claims, which 
fie on the table. Two or three resolutions were 
submitted, which aleo lie on the table one duy of 
course. At an early bour the Senate went into the 
consideration of Executive busincss. 


Ricumoxn, Jan. 6—Mr. William S. Archer, Mem- 
ver of the House of Delegates, of the Virginia Le- 
gislature, has been elected to the House of Kepre- 
sentatives of the U. States, by a majority of about 
120 vot2s over Mr. James Robertsou—to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the election of Mr. James 
Pleasants into the Sevate of the United S:ates. 
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16th CONGRESS—1st SESSION. 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES. 
January 3. 
Mr. Rasa, from the committee on Pensions and 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 


ou the petition of James Moore, which was read 


and ordered to lie onthe table. 

Mr. Wixtrims of N. C. from the committee of 
claims, to whom was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate for the relief of Eli Hart, made a detailed re- 
port on the merits thereof, and recommending that 
the said bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr Wittiams from the same committee made 
unfavorable reports on the petition of Hlizabeth 
Whitaker, Jenings O-Bannon, and Ambrose Whit- 
lack, which were read and severally concurred in. 

Mr. A. Smyta, from the committee or military 
affairs, to whom was referred a resolution instruct- 
ing them to erquire into the expenditures which 
have been, and are likely to be incurred, in fitting 


~ out and prosecuting the expedition to the mouth of 


the Yellow Stone river, and concerning the objects 
intended to be accomplished by that expedition 
made areport thereon, which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sxrru, from the same committee, reported 
n bill for the relief of Stanten Sholes, which was 
€wice read and committed. , 

Mr. Suxtu, from the same committee, made an 
unfaverable report on the petition of sundry non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, who 
reside in Connecticut, whose term of service ex- 
pired at the close of the war with Great Britain; 
Which report was read and concurred in. 

‘Yhe Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, enclosing an abs:ract shew- 
ing the aggregate amount of the military peace es- 
tablishment actuaily in service for each year, since 
1816: made in obedience to an order of the 28th 
ult; which was ordered to eon the table. 

The Speaker also (aia befsre the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
statement of balances, unexpended on the 27thday 
of December ult. remaining in the ‘Treasurer's 
hands us agent for the Navy Department, &c. ren- 
dered in obedience to the resolution of this House 
of the 27th ult. 

January 4, 

Mr. Ruz, from the committee on pensions and 
revolutionary claims, made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of Jonathan Ward, and of Samuel H. 
Philkps, which were severally read, the former 
agreed to, and the latter ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Anvenson, from the committee on the pub- 
lic lands, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 


- tion of Jessee Lott; which was read and ordered to 


lic on the table. 

Mr. Wiiurams, of N. C. from the committee of 
claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of John Chalmers, of Washington city, and of John 
Cowen, of Tennessee; which were severally read 
—the first ordered to lie on the table, and the se- 


cond committed to a committee of the whole house. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. Broomrizip, from the committee on revom- 
tionary pensions, to whom was referred resolution 
of the 18th ult. respecting the execution and pro 
priety of repealing the pension law of March 1318, 
(on which subject they made a report in part some 
days ago,) made a report final, declaring that it is 
not expedient, neither would it comport with the 
dignity of the Ame¢ricap nation, to repeal that act; 
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which report was read, committed to a committee 
of the whole house, and ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATEERING. 


lations, to whom had been referred two memorials 
from certain citizens of Ohio, ‘praying the suppres- 
sion of privateering, 4s a means of national warfare, 
submitted the folowing report: 


The committee of Foreign Relations, to whom 
have been referred two memorials from Citizens of 
the state of Ohio, relating to the practice of priva- 
teering, beg leave respecttuily to Report:— 

That the language of the memorialists is such as 
to leave the extent in which the deem it reasonable 
to expect a mitigation in the laws of maritime war- 
fare, in some doubt) Lihey are considered by the 
committee as recommending such a change in these 
Jaws 2s shallexempt the property of individuals 
from capture, either by pubiic or private ships of 
war, at :east when it does not consist of contraband 
articles, and is not destined to a blockaded port. 
The general benevolence which is expressed, as 
weilys the opinion of Dr. Franklin whici is referred 
to by the memorualists, seem to prove that it istheir 
wish that the property which subserves no purpose 


‘of war, should be as safe upon the sea as upon the 
‘land—not thet it shouid be secured from private 
‘ cruizers, and be lefi exposed to public sivps, which 


in the service of some muropean powers, ure much 
more numerous than the others. and whose pursuit 
ot pluader is often quite. «s active a:.d unsparing. 
it cannot, indeed, be presumed; tat the memorial- 
ists should wish a change in maritime law which 
would po very little diminution in the dan- 
gers of our commerce in a conflict with any cun- 
siderable naval power, while it would wrest from 
our hands what we have hitherto considered as one 
of our principal means o aunoyance. ft is the se- 
curity of far and harmless commerce from all at- 
tack, which the memorialists most desire. it is the 
introduction of asystem which shail confine the im- 
mediate injuries of war to those whose sex, and 
age and occupation, do not unfit them for the strug- 
gle If these are the wishes of the memorialists, 
the committee express Uneir concurrence in them, 
without hesitation. 


The committee think that it will be right in tre 
government of the United States to renew its at- 
tempt to obtain the mitigation of a barbarous code, 
whenever they sha'l deem a probility of its success. 
They do not doubt that it will do so. Its first 
efforts at negeciation were characterized by an anx- 
iety to limit the evils of wor; and if it seein to have 
desisted_ from the prosecution of this design, the 
committee believe that this circumsiance must be 
attributed, not to a change in the policy of the 
United States, but to tie perseverance in their for- 
mer policy of other nations. 

The committee are not unaware that the  Uni- 
ted States are better Situated than any other na- 
tion to profit by privateering;” but they are far from 
opposing this calculation to a regulation which, if 
the powers of the world would adopt it, they too 
should consider as “a happy improvement in the 
laws of natious ” 

It is an improvement, however, which cannot be 
made without the consent of other states. The 
committee will not flatter the memorialists by ex- 
pressing the opinion that such consent will probably 
‘ve givea; but, as it can be obtained only, if at all, 








through the Executive government, to whose dis- 
cretion the conduct of negociations has been pro 


Mr. Lownnes, from the committee on f:reign re~ 








Voc. IX) 


perly confided by the constitution, they recommend 
to the House the following resolution:— 

Resolved, That the committee of Foreign Re- 
lations be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of tbe metorials relating to the practice of 
privateering, and that they be referred to the Se 
cretary of State : 

The report was read, and the resolution agreed 
to. 
‘The Speaker laid before the House two letters 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
stalement of the contracts made by the commission- 
ers of the navy during the year 1819, and a list of 
the clerks employed in that department, tneir names 
and salaries—rendered in obedience to law; which 
statements, &c. were ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr Overstreet, it was. 

Resolved Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to infurm this House what reduction (in 
his opinion) it will make in the revenue, if the im- 
portation of cotton and woollen manufactures, and 
Iron be prohibited; and in what manner the deficit 
in the revenue may be supplied, should such pro 
Libit'on be made. 

On motion of Mr Storrs, it was ordered that the 
Message of the President of the United States of 
the 5th of February last, relating to applications 
made from the British Minister, in behalf of certain 
British subjects who bad suffered in their property 
by certain proceedings of the military and judieial 
officers of tle United States, be referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Vir Cook, of Hlinois, submitted for considesation 
the following resolation: ; 

Whereas an enlightened and liberal policy dic- 
tates the importance and propriety of rendering the 
navigable waters of the interior of our common 
country as extensively subservient to its commercial 
interests as is practicable: and whereas the import 
ance xnd utility of the majestic rivers —2* 
and Obio, would be much increased by the establish- 
meut of a convenient place of deposit near their 
confluence: and whereas doubts are entertained as 
to the eligibility of the site at their immediate junc- 
tion for that purpose; therefore, 

Resolved, that the committee on roadsand canals 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of ap- 
pointing a suitable number of commissioners, to ex- 
amine that tract of country lying between the said 
rivers, with instructions to report to this House, at 
the commencement of the next session of Congress, 
a topographical description thereof, accompanied 
with their opinion as to the most expedient plan of 
adapting a suitable portion thereof to the purpose 
aforesaid. 


And, whereas the durability of the government || 


greatly depends upon the equal dispensation of ad- 
vantages, by Congress to the different sections of 
our Union, as well as upon the virtue of the people: 

And whereas the north is already provided with 
an academy at which a proper number of her sons 
are taught the military art, a perfect knowledge of 
which is so important-te-the certain defence of our 
rights, and so auspicious to saving of both the 
blood and treasure of the nation : 

And whereas the establishment of a national ar- 
mory in the west, would in its operations produce 
the disbursement of a part of that money in the 
same quarter from which it is so profusely drained, 
by the sales of the public lands, and at the same 
time place at the immediate command of the go- 
yernmejit, and ata suitable position, the necessary 
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arms for the defence of one extensive frontier; 
therefore, : 

Be it further Resolved, That the committee on 
military aff-irs be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of requiring the said commissioners to 
examine if there be a suitable situation for a milite- 
ry academy and national armory, near the junction 
of the aforesaid rivers, and also to examine and as- 
certain the probable metslic resources of the sut- 
rouming country, not exceeding fifty miles dis- 
tance, from the confluence aforesaid, suitable for 
munitions of war, and report the same to this 
House, with the report before required, 

The question being put, whether the house 
would now consider the said resolutions, it was de- 
cided in the negative 

On motion of Mr Cannoy, 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of im- 
proving the organization and discipline of the mili+ 
tia of the United States. 

On motion of Mr Davison, of N.C. 

Ktesolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of allowing Archibald Frew, esq. colleetor of the 
direct tax and internal duties in the 11th collection 
district in North Corolina, the usual commission on 
19 and 20,000 dollars, collected of him by warrant 
issued by the Comptroller of the Ireasury of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. Stnone, of N. York, it was 

Resoited, That a committee be appointed to en. 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
furnishing the army, the navy and the Indian de- 
partment, with articles of clothing, and other mer- 
chandize, of domestic manufact.:re, except such ar- 
ticles only as cannot, with economy, and in suff. 
cient quantity, be manufactured in the U. States. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the further encouragement of native American citi- 
zens and seamen, engaged in the whale fisheries. 

The bill for the relief of James Hughes passed 
arene a committee of the whole, Mr Haus in the 

air. 

' The bills for the relief of the representatives of 
Philip Barbour, and for the relief of the beirs of An- 
thony Buck, also passed through a committee of 
—— Mr. Sauru, of North Carolina, in the 
chair. 

‘The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Col. Daniel Appling, also passed through a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. H. Nelson ingthe chair. 
Which bills were severally ordered to be engross- 
ed; and the House adjourned. 

anuary 5. : 

Mr. Wii114ms; of N.C. from the committee of 
claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Joseph D. Hoyt and Timothy M’Ewen, of Wm. 
Rice, and of Thos W. Todd; which were read and 
severally ordered to lie on the table, 

a. W from the 2 282* made an unfa- 
vorable report on case of Aaron Bellamy; 
which was aes and concurred in. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an upfa- 
vorable report on the petition of Ambrose Whit- 
lock, which was read, and, after an ineffectual at- 
tempt by Mr. Srroragn, to have the report revers-~ 
ed, and made favorable to the prayer of the peti- 
tioner, the report was in. 

CONTESTED ELECTION, 

Mr. Tartor, from the cominittee of elections, 

whom was referred the memorial of Rollin C. 
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lary, contesting the election of Orasmus C. Merrill, 
a member from Vermont, made a report favorable 


_to the prayer of the petitioner, avd concluding by 


recommending the adoption of two resolutions—the 
first declaring that Mr. Merrill is not entitled to a 
seat in this’ House, and the second, that Mr. Maliary 
is entitled to a seat in this House 

The report was committed to a committee of the 
whole House—Mr. Mallary was ordered to have a 
seat within the bar of the House during the consi 
deration of the report; and Mr. Merrill’s defence, 
with the other papers, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Raga, from the committee on pensions and 
revolutionary claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Wm. Plant and Catharine Watts; 
which was read and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Arcuer, it was 

Resolved, That the messege of the President of 
the United States, dated January 13, 1813, commu- 
nicating a law passed by the General Assembly of 
Maryland, in relation to the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal, be referred to the committee of Roads 
and Canals, and that they be instructed to enquire 
into the expediency of extending the aid of govern- 
ment tuwards uniting the waters of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Woonsrimer, it was 

Résolved, That the committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into. the expediency of 
eausing a distribution of a competent number of en- 
tire sets of the laws of the United States within the 
territory of Michigan. 

On motion of Mr Qvantts, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed’ to enquire into the expediency 
of re-organizing the army of the United States. 

(Mr. Quartus said, in regard to this resolution, 
that justice to the officers of the army of the United 
States, and those concerned in its organization, as 
well as to satisfy the wish of the people of this na. 
tion, the invest gation contemplated in this resolu. 
tion, was required if we have an army of officers 
and privates, properly proportioned, its character 
ought to be reinstated to that part of the nation 
who entertain a different sentiment; on the contra- 
ry, if we have an army of officers almost exclusive- 
ly, and which is drawing large sums of money im- 
properly from the public treasury, the country 
should know it, and the evil be remedied.] 

On motion of Mr Quanuxs, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of sus- 
pending, for a limited time so much of the standing 
appropriation of one million of dollars for the in- 
crease of the Navy, as may be consistent with the 
public service; and also to enquire whether any 
other reduction of the expenses of the Navy can 
be made, consistent with the public service 

{In introducing this resolve Mr. Q said, it ap- 
peared that the resources of the country, and our 
embarrassed condition, called aloud for the re- 
trenchment of our expenses; and, although he was 
as much disposed as any man to cherish and en- 
courage the navy of our country, whose gallantry 
had on all occasions given such splencior to the 
American arms, it seemed to him well worthy the 
consideration of Congress, whether we may not 
do too much. We appropriate, said he, 1,000,000 
dollars for the increase of the navy annually This 
sum is employed exclusively in building new vessels. 
‘hese vessels, when completed, have to be man- 
ned, which is another source of expence, and, by 
the vessels being built, and the consequent expence 
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of manning them, we are accumulating an alarming 
annual expenditure, Does not prudence dictate 
that we pause awhile, and enquire whether the na- 
tion had not better omit so much of the apprupria- 
tien as applies to building the vessels; aid, if it 
should be thought proper, procure materials and 
have them in a state of preparation, when onr coun. 
try has more control of funds, or the situation of the 
nation shall justify it, and make it imperiously ne- 
cessury, then recommence the building of yesseis J 

On motion of Mr Sroan, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the sale of the 15 seciions 
of land in the district of Canton, in the state of 
Ohio, which were reserved tor the use of the Del- 
aware tribe of Indians, and relinquished to the U. 
States by said Indhans, in the treaty concluded at 
the foot of the Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, 
on the 29th Sept 1517. 

On the moton of Mr. Gross, the report of the 
committee on claims unfavorable to the petition cf 
Septa Fillmore, was recommitted to the same com- 
mittee. 

The following engrossed bills were severally read 
the third time, and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of James Hughes; 

The bill fur the relief of the’ representative of 
Philip Barbour; and 

The bill for the relief of Anthony Burk. 

‘Lhe bill for the relief of the legal representative 
of the late Col. Daniel Appling was read the third 
time; and, on the question, Shull the biil pass? it 
was decided in the negative So the bill was re- 
jected. 

The bills which yesterday passed the Senate were 
received, and severally twice read and referrexl. 

The Sptaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War transmitting a statement of 
the expendi'ure and application of such moneys as 
have been drawn from the Treasury on account of 
the War Department, forthe year ending the 30th 
Sept last, under the appropriations of last session; 
and of unexpended balances of former appropria- 
tions remaining in the Treasury on the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1818; which was ordered to lig on the table 

The House then resolved itself into a commi ttee 
of the whole, Mr. Taylor in the chair, on the bill 
providing for taking the fourth census of tle United 
States. 

Mr. Campnett explained the views of the com- 
mittee in adopting and reporting various provisions 
of the biil 

Several propositions were read in the course of 
the discussion; amongst which was an amendment, 
proposed by Mr. Hoimzs, to add a column in the 
census tor the enumeration of foreigners, not natu- 
ralized. A suggestion was made by Mr. Cray as to 
the mode of making the returns of the enumeration 
of slaves, so as to show their precise increase, be- 
lieving that very erroneous opinions were entertain- 
ed from the want of accurate information, as to the 
iucrease of that class of the population. A motion 
was made, by Mr. Smrrua, of Md: to provide for col- 
tlecting, with the ennmeration of the inhabitants, 
the amount of the different kinds of domestic man- 
ufactures. The committee spent much time in con- 
sidering these and other propositions, without deci- 
ding on them; and, before they had got through 
the bill, 

The committee rose, reported progress, obtained 
leave to sit again; and 





The House adjourned. 








ERA 


— 


oe dee ek ieee 








Vou. IX.) 


THURSDAY, JaNnvuanr 6. 

Mr. Smrra, ot Maryland, from the committee of 
Ways and Means, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Joshua Nevill, which was read and 
§ neurred in 

Mr Axpersos, from the committee on the pub- 
lic lands, made an unfavorable repor. on the peti- 
tion of sundry inhabitants of the western land dis- 
trict, in Ohio, fot the removal of the land office 
from Piqua to ‘Troy; which report was read and 
concurred in. 

Mr. Anxvensox, from the same committee, made 
a report favorable to the petition of Wm. M’Intosh, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief, which report 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Camrnext, from the committee on private 
land claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Jacob Shafer, which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wiitiams, of N. C. from the committee of 
eclainis made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
Stephen Jenksand son, of Joseph Wheaton, and of 
Jacob, Purkill; the two first of which were ordered 
to lie ‘on the table, and the last committed to a com. 
mittee of the whole House. 

Mr. Bexcuen, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
John Burgin, which was read and ordered to he on 
the table. 

Mr Cosn, from the committee on the Public 
Buildings, reported a bill making appropriations to 
supply the deficiency in the appropriations heret« 
fore made for the repairs of the Capito! and new 
public offices; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a statement 
of the expenditure and application of moneys drawn 
from the treasury on account of the navy, during the 
year ending September 30th; andof the unexpend- 
ed balances of former appropriations remaining in 
the Treasury on the Ist October, 1819; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 

Mr Danrixerox offered the following resolution 
for adoption: 

Whereas, there appears to be considerable dis- 
satisfaction among the inhabitants of the District of 
Columbia, who reside without the limits of the city 
ot Washington, on account of the inconveniences 
to which they are subjected by the present mode of 
government in said district: and whereas, it is de- 
sirable that Congress should, as far as practicable, 
be relieved from the duty of legislating in cases 
where itis at once burthensome in itself, and unac- 
ceptable to the people: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee forthe District of 
Columbia be instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of retroceding and restoring to the states of 
Maryland and \ irginia, pes ema all such por- 
tions of the territory of said District, not included 
within the limits of the city of Washington, as were 
derived from those states. 

Mr. Daurixcrox, said he submitted this resolu- 
tion, from a belief that an enquiry was necessary 


. proper. ‘This House had refused to take measures 


towards organizing a territorial government within 
the District. It had also rejected a proposition to 
admit adelegate, to represent the people of the Dis- 
trict, in Congress: and it was pretty evident that the 
inhabitants were not well satisfied with the manner 
in which they were legislated for, by Congress. He 
could see no good reason for holding the people 
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of this District in a species of vassalage, contrary to 
their wishes: and as it was only a proposition to 
enquire, he hoped the resolution might be adopted. 

‘The question was put whether the House would 
now consider the resolution, and 5 ived. 

Mr. i vcker, of * after offering some ex- 
planatory remarks, some facts to shew the ex- 
pediency of his object, submitted the following mo- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, 
be instructed to enquire into the i of 
making further provisions by lay, for the ly of 
persons imprisoned under the authority of the laws 
of the United States. 

Mr. Waxker, of N.C. pute ~ oo Te- 
solution, which was agreed to bya jority ; 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be Nirected 
to report to this house, whether any, and, if any, 
what, progress has been made in the civilization of 
the Indian tribes, and the sums of money, if any, 
which have been expended on that object, under 
the act of the last session 

On motion of Mr. Burier, of Lou. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to enquire whether any, and, if any, 
what, further provisions are necessary to define 
and punish the crime of piracy 

On motion of Mr. Ranpotea, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
diregied to lay before this tiouse statements of the 
receipts and expenditures of the U. States, from 
the commencement of the Federal Government 
until the 31st of December last, distinguishing the 
revenue derived from customs, internal taxes, di- 
rect tax, postage, public lands, and miscellaneous 
sources; and classing the expenditures under 
the following heads: Military, viz: pay and subsis- 
tence of the army, fortifications, ammunition, arms, 
arming the militia, detachment of militia, services 
of militia, services of volunteers; Indian depart- 
ment; Naval department; Foreign intercourse; Civil 
list; Miscellaneous; Civil expenses; Revqlutionary 
pensions; Other pensions; exhibiting an aggregate 
of the receipts and expenditures for each year re- 
spectively. 

The bill for the relief of J. B. C. Lucas passed 
through a committee of the whole, Mr Hx in the 
chair; and The bill for the relief of Clement B. 
Penrose also passed through a committee of the 
whole, Mr. ‘Tomurxsos in the chair; both. were or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

FOURTH CENSUS. 

The house being in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Tartor in the chair, and the bill having been read, 

Mr. Camepett, the Chairman of the committee 
which reported the bill, explained the views of the 
comiitsee in recommending certain provisions em- 
braced by it; and also moved the sums, kc. to be 
inserted in the blanks of the biil, as to compensa- 
tion, &c. All the blanks having been filled— 

Mr. Brusu, of Ohio, made a motion that the bill 
be so amended as to fix the ratio of representation 
under the census now to be taken: 

Mr. Campsett objected to this amendment. It 
was admitted, on hands, he said, that the bill 
must pass this session; and why attempt to encum- 
ber it with a principle — — and whi 
ought to be presented in Hi? 
ment, besides, made its appearance unexpectedly; 
the committee were taken at surprise. Some time 
ago several gentlemen had intimated an intention 

pruposing a resolution by which it might be as- 
certained whether the ratio should be fixed before 
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the amount of population be known: The ques 
tien Wasan important one; and, as to the time ii 
should be deciied, he was sure an unanimity did 
not prevail. If bis colleague would withdraw his 
twotion, there were various ways by which he could, 
wt another time, bring the principle fairly before 
the house, Ne might accomplish this object by a 
resolution, or by giving notice that on some parti- 
cular day he would ask leave to introduce a bill for 
ascertaining the ratio. 

Mr. Liveumone observed, it would be improper 
at this time to say what the rato should be; tha’ 
the proper time to discuss that question would be 
when the population of each state was known 

Mr Annenson said, the amendment presented 
two distinct questions: one whether Congress ye 
to determine the ratio at this time; the other, what 
the ratvo should be. These questions he considered 
important ones, and to decide which he was not 
now prepared. He wanted time to reflect: he 
would therefore move that the commitice should 
rise. t 

Mr. Cxay observed, as it was not the usual time 
of adjourning, he hoped the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr Anderson,) would withdraw his motion 
to rise, and also the gentleman fron Obio, (Mr. 
Brush,) his motion to amend, that he and a friend 
of his from Maryland, (Mr. Smith,) might offer 
some amendments to the detuils of the bill, 

The motions of Mr. Brusa and Mr, Axprrson 
were withdrawn 

Mr. Cuax then stated, that he thought it a matter 
of sme cousequénce that the census of the black 
population should be taken, in a manner similar to 


‘that of the White; that, as to their increase in rela- 


tion to the white population, he thought many gen 
tlemen labored under erroneous opinions. Such 
information as the amendment which he was about 
tv offer, ifadopted, would procure, was important 
on man} accounts. He'then proposed to amend 
the bill by providing, substantially, that, in enuthe- 
rating the slave population, the number of males 
under 14 years, between 14 and 26, between 26 
‘and 45, and those above 45, be distinctly enume- 
rated and returned; and the females in the same 
precise manner. 

This motion was agreed to without a division. 

Qn motion of Mr. Hotmess, the bill was amended. 
ed by providing for the enumeration of foreigners 
not naturalized.” 

On motion of Mr, M’Coy, an amendment was in- 
serted, providing that, in those states containing 
two districts, and where part of a county be in one 
district and part in another, such county shall be 
considered as belonging to that district in which 
the court house of the said county may be situated. 

Mr. Surrn, of Md. then moved to add té the bill 
a section, (similar to that which related to the last 
census) as follows: j 

* And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the several Marshals, Secretaries; and their 
assistants, aforesaid, at the time of taking the census 
or enumeration aforesaid, to ake, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and according 
to such instructions as he shuilipive, an account of 
the several manufacturing stablisiiments, and 
manufactures within their seferal districts, territo- 
ries, and divisions. The sail assistants shat! 
make return of the same to the marshals or secreta 
Ties of their respective districts or territories, od: 
the said marshals and secretaries #hall transmit we 
said returns, and abstrac's thereof to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, at the same umcsat which they 
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are, by this act, required, respectively, to make 
their return of said enumeration to the Secretary of 
State; forthe performance of which additional ser- 
vices, they shall respeetfully receive such compen- 
sation as shall hereafter be provided by law.” 

Mr. Campsxxt said said he did no’ rise to oppose 
this amendment; but, as the committee who rcport- 
ed the bill bad reflected on the subject of taking an 
account of the manufactures, he thought it bis duty 
{to state, that, if the bill was to embrace a principle 
of this kind; he thought gentlemen would agice 
with him, that it ought to be definite; that the de- 
‘scription of the more important manufactures only 
should be required Could it be deemed necessa- 
ry that every article manufactured in a fxmily 
should be ascertained? ‘Tv be thus particular, if he 
was not very much mistaken, the assistants, appoint- 
ed under the act of 1810, for taking the census, 
had been specially directed. The act embracing 
the principle of the amendment left much to the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and, 
under this discretion, it was believed, he required 
the discharge of duties which were expensive, and 
not accompanied with correspondent advantage.— 
He observed, in order that gentlemen might have 
some knowledge of the expense of taking the cene 
sus, and au account of the manufactures, in 1810, he 
had obtained a statement from the Treasury De- 
partment. From this it appeared, that the expense 
of the census was $:07,765 42; and of taking an ac- 
count of the manutactures. S 67,740 46 To pro- 
ceed in the same way, shoukl the amendment pre- 
vail, the cost might this year be estimated at 
# 100,000. Were gentlemen prepared to say, tat 
ali the statistical intelligence which might be ob- 
tained under the proposed section would be worth 
this sum? As economy was the order of the day, 
there could be no impropriety in pausing befove 
the vote was taken on an amendment which might 
prove expensive, even beyond expectation. hia 
amendment, if made sufficiently definite, should, 
Mr. C. said, have his support; and he was happy in 
saying, that, with an amendment suggested by the 
Speaker, it would, he hoped, be the means of gain- 
ing information which might be highly useful to the 
politician and philosopher. 

Before the question wes taken on this amend- 
ment, the committee rose, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 


gaNnvuaRY 7. 


Mr. Raza, from the committee on Pensions ond 
Revolutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of Wm. D. Beall, James Royal, Smith 
P. Slocum, and John Payne; the three first of 
| which were concurred in, and the last ordered to 
‘he on the table, ‘ 

Mr. Wixuams, of N. C. from the committee of 
‘Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
| of Lawrence Muse, Moses Hoyt, of Luther Chapir, 
‘and of James Turk and ‘thomas Henderson, all of 
i which were erdered to lie on the table except the 
‘ last named, which was concurred in. 
‘Tne Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of State, transmitting his annual Re- 
; port of Patents issned, which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 
Ov motion of Mr. Storrs, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
Le directed to lay before this Huuse a siatement of 
tthe amount paid in each year to the marshall of the 
Disuict of Columbia, for the expenses of holding 
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ried ction by Congress over the sant District, toge- 
ther with the amount pai, during the same period, 
to the circuit judges thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, it was . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House the sums of money which 
have been actually paid since the peace establisi- 
ment, to tae general officers and their staff, who 
are attached to the army of the United States, spe- 
cifying particularly on what account, to whom, aud 
when paid. : 

Mr. Burien, of N. H. moved the following reso- 
lution: : . 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of granting to each state a tract of land, not-ex- 
ceeding one hundred thousand acres, for the ea. 
dowment of an University in each siate, 

The house having agreed to consider the resolu- 
tion 

Mr Burixa remarked that this proposition was 
not new; that it was before the house at the last 
seasion, When a report was wade on it but not act- 
edon. it was an enquiry of much impurlance, in 
magy points of view, and Le hoped his resotution 
.would be adopted 

Ou motion of Mr Eowarps, of Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary , 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of | 
amending or repeating the act passed on the Lath | 
of April, 1814, entitled ‘*an act to leasen the com- | 
pensation for marshals, clerks and altornies, in the 
cases therein mentioned ” 

‘The Speaker laid before the bouse a etter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the annus! 
report of the commissioners of the navy pension 
fund 

The Speaker presented ansther letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the infor- 
mation required by the resolution of the 31st ult in 
relation to the introduction of slaves mto the United 
Sta es, and of the measures adopted to prevent 
the same. 

Both these communications were ordered to lic 
on the table aud be printed. 

‘The house took up the bill for the relief of C B 
Penrose, and, on the question of ordering the bili 
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and Rhea, opposed the bill; Messrs. Meigs and 
Gross ot New. York advocating it. 

‘The quesion was fins!ly taken on striking out the 
first section, aud carried by a large majority. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill as 
amended to the Mouse; and, after an ineflectual 
mowion by Mr Maclay to lay it on the table— 

Vhe House, (atter refusing the yeas and vays on 
the question) concurred in the amendment of the 
committee of the whole to strike out the first sec 
tion, by which the billis of course lost. And then 

Adjourned to Monday. 

January 10. 

Mr.’ Raza, from the committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable re- 
port on the petition of Edward Smith, executor of 
Philip Bush; which was ordered to lie on the tabte. 

Mr Wiitians, of N.C. from the committee on 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
of Semuel Dale, of Mary Sears, of Hannah Uavis, 
of Richard Mansfield, and of te levy court ef Cal- 
vert county, Maryland; the first of which reports 
was committed to a committee of the whole, and 
the remainder ordered to lie on the table. 

VACCINE INS SLPUTION 
Mr. Kent, from the select committee to whom 


|| the consideration of the petution on the subject had 


been referred, reported a. bill to incorporate the 
managers of the National lastitution; which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr Sovraana, from the committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of sun- 
dry tnhabitants of St. Lous, in Missouri, praying to 
be incorporated to carry on the fur trade, made a 
report unfavorable to the said petition, which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table. 

The folowing message was received from the 
President of the U. States, 

To the House of Representatives of the U States: 

In compiiance with 4 resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 14to of Dec. 1819, request- 
mg me to cause to be laid before it any informa- 
ton L may possess respecting certain executions 
which have been iuflicted on the army of the United 
States since the year 1815, contrary to the laws 
and regulations provided by the government of the 
same,” I transmit a report from the Secretary of 
War, containing a detailed account in relation to 





to be engrossed fur a third reading, it was negatived 
without a division. So the bill was rejected. 

The eugrossed bill for the relief of John B C. 
Lucas, was read the third iime, and, on the ques- 
tion whether it should pass, it was negatived, with 
out a division; and of course rejected also, 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Matthew 
Barrow, passed through a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Livermore in the chair. 

The bill for the relief of Esther Shepley, adminis- 

-Arator of Thomas Buckminster, also passed through 
a committee of the whole, Mr. Hixt in the chair. 

These bills were severally ordered to be engros- 
sed for a third reading. 

‘The bouse then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Tarron in the chair, on the biil 
granting a towuship of public land to the asylum for 
tie deaf and dumb in the city of New-York. 

Mr Cray; (speaker) afier stating his objections 
to the bill, moved, for the parpose of destroying it, 
to strike out the first section. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

An earnest debate of considerable length follow- 
ed, on the general merits of the bill and the expedi- 





the object of the said resolution 
JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Jan. 8, 1820. 

Accompan?ing the message was transmitted to 
the House the report from the War Department, 
referred to, and sundry documents; all of which 
were read and ordered to be printed: 

Mr. Caxxox, of ‘enn. offered for consideration 
ie tollowimg resolution : 

Resslved, That the committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, be instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
eucy of amending the law onthe subject, so as to 
place soldiers and officers on an equality, by allow- 
ing to each an equal portion of the bounty of the 
government. 

The Howse having agreed, by a bare majority, to 
consider the resolution— 

Mr, Cannon perceiving, from this vote, that 
there was much objection to the proposition, made 
« few remarks in support of it. During active ser- 
vce, he admitied that the compensation ought to 
be in some degree propertioned to rank; but, 
where the bounty of the Government was dispens- 
ed, to relieve the necessities of thors who had ser- 











eney of the donation it proposed, in which Messrs, 
Clay, Randolph, Foot, Warfield, Molmes, Barbour, 


ved it, be thought the principle of equality should 
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be established, and he that served as an officer and 
he who served as a private should be considered ;s 
having been restored, on quitting the public ser- 
vice, to the grade of citizens from which they hed 
‘sprung. These general principles, Mr. UC. enforced 
by a number of remarks, all tending to the same 
point. 

Mr. Srrorner enquired of the mover, whether 
his object was to raise the pénsion of the privates 
to that of the officers, or to reduce the pension of 
the officers to the same amount as that of the pri- 
vatcs? 

Mr. Cannon said that would be a question for 
the committee to determine, should the resoiution 
pass, and which their report upon the subject 
would bereatter bring before this House for its de- 
cision. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution, and decided in the negative, 74 
to 70. 

On motion of Mr, Hexpnicrs, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be 
instructed to lay before this House an annual sfate- 
ment of the number of acres of iand sold at the se- 
veral land offices from their institution to the 30th 
September, 1819; of the monies accruing and the 
monies received from such sales; of the sums due 
the government and unpaid. and of the sales of 
forfeitures for non payment—keeping separate that 


part of the statement wuich relates to the states or || 


Ohio, indiana, and Ulinois, formerly the North- 
Western territory 

Mr. Brevarp, of Seuth Carolina, offered a reso- 
lution, with a preamble expianatory of its cbject, 
for directing the judiciary committee to enquire 
into the expediency of making further provision by 
law for giving to the judicial proceedings, &c. of 
each state, the same effect in all the states, as in 
that in which they originated. 

A motion was mace. by Mr. Livermore, to strike 
out the preamble, and decided in the negative. 

The house as divided on the adoption ofthe 
resolve, the votes for and against it were equally 
divided; and the Speaker voted against it, solely 
on the ground «f form and practice, neither of 
which were in favor of prefixing preambles to re- 
solutions of enquiry. 

So the resolution did not pass. 

On motion of Mr. Futter, of Massachusetts, it 


was 

Resolved, That the committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to consider the expecicncy of so far 
modifying the act, establishing a Board of Commis- 
sioners of the Navy, as to make the Secretary of 
the Navy, for the time being the presiding officer 
of that Board; and also of so limiting the tenor of 
the commissioners of the members thereof, as to 
secure the accumulating experience and talents of 
our Naval Commanders in that Department, by a 
periodical rotaticn in office. 

On motion of Mr. Cocxr, of Tenn. it was 

* Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 

ed to report to this house the terms op which the 
contract has been made fer furnishing transporta- 
tion te the troops ordered on the expedition to the 
Mandan villages on the Missouri river, and also if 
any, and what other terms may have been pro- 
posed for furnishing the same, and by whom made. 

The bill from the Senate for establishing a Cir. 
cuit Court in and for the District of Maine, was 
twice real. Mr Holmes wished it, as being 
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| that the bill was of too much importance to justify 
| the house with dispensing, in regard to it, with the 
usual forms oi proceeding. ‘Nhe bill was then, 
—* opposition, referred to a committee of the 
whore, 

‘Lhe remainder of the day’s sitting was occupied 
ina debate on the bill from the Senate (on its Sd 
reading) for the relief of Matthew Barrow ‘The 
| case of the petitioner is nearly this: Acting as quar. 
| ter master in Tennessee, during the British war, he 
| impressed some property from an individual, who 
‘first refused to part with his property, and, when 
| taken frou him, refused to receive pay ment for it; 
and sued the Quarier Master for damages, &c. 
| The verdict was against the officer fur some 1500 
| dollars, and he applies to Congress for indemnity. 
lt resulted in the re-commitment of the bill to the 
committee of claims, on the motion of one of the 
gentlemen who was tavorably disposed towards it. 

The engrossed bill for the relict of Esther Shipley 
was read a third time and passed, Adjourned. 


December 2). 
ON THE PAYMENT FORK HORSES OR OTHER PROPERTY 
LOST IN THE SEMINOLE WAR, 

The House being in committee of the whole on - 

the bill providing for the payment for horses or 
other property lost, captured, or destroyed in the 
| Seminole war— 
Mr. Jones, of Tenn. took a brief view of the 
; occasion which had made it an act of jus*ice in the 
| government to pass this bill. The number of cases 
of iosses of horses, from any cause, would not ex- 
ceed 300, and perhaps not 200. There was a class 
of cases not embraced in the bill, however, which 
he thought ought to be—namely, that of horses 
killed by forced marches; which being made under 
orders which the owners of the horses could not 
disobey, the consequences ought not to fall on 
them; but on the government. He therefore pro- 
posed an amendment to the bill, the object of which 
was to include this class of cases. 

Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, said he had no ob- 

jection to the proposed amendment, though it bad 
been thought proper, by the committee who re- 
ported the bill not to introduce such a provision 
into it. Mr. C. then spoke of the general merits of 
the bill. ‘The committee, he said, had noi taken 
nto view the manner in which these men were 
called into service; nor did they undertake to ée- 
termine whether it had been legally or illegally. 
It was enough for them to Know, that the claimants 
for iosses of this description were, at the time, in 
she service of the United States, and encountered 
difficulties and dangers equal, perhaps, to those en- 
countered by any troop: in service during the late 
war with Great Britain. It was not to be supposed, 
Mr. C. said, that private soldiers knew from what 
source their orders orignated; they presumed them 
te be legal, and that, in obeying them, they were 
ansivering the call of their country. He trusted 
the house would extend to them the same provision 
now proposed, which had in other cases been ex- 
tended to others. He should vote in favor of the 
amendment, he said, because he believed it would 
embrace some just cases, not embraced by the bill 
as it stood 

Mr. Sarru, of Maryland, was opposed to going 
beyon« the parallel to this bill, to be found in the 
act applicable to similar losses during the late war 
with Great Britain. He was therefore opposed to 
the amendment. He did not mean to enquire, and 





wholly uncbjectionable, to be ordered at once to 
have a third reading. But Mr. Lowndes objected, 





he thought the house ought not to enquire, into the. 
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nature of the orders by which these mounted vo- 
lunteers were called into service. They had been 
in the service of their country; and ought to be in- 
demnified for losses sustained therein. 

Mr. Sroarna, of New-York, said that, in the course 

of some examination he had made into the docu- 
ments of a former session, he had accidently ht up- 
on a document which, perhaps, might throw some 
light on the subject now before the house. It was 
the act supplementary to the military appropriation 
act of 1818, in which was contained an appropria: 
tion of ninety thousand dollars, for paying these vo- 
lunteers (at the rate of 40 cents each per day) for 
the use of their horses. He asked of the gentle- 
men from ‘Tennessee, and of the house, whether 
this allowance was not equivalent to any reasonable 
risk of the loss or injury of the horses of these vo- 
Innteers. With regard to the claims’ law of 1316, 
now expired, Mr. S. argued that it was a gratuitous 
act on the part of Congress, which perhaps never 
ought to have passed, and ought not now to be 
brought into precedent, 

Mr. Jounson, of Virginia, next took the floor— 
He advanced with regret, he said, to one question, 
which he conceived involved in the consideration 
of this bill; but if the house was disposed to pass a 
bill of indemnity, it was first necessary, he suid, to 
enquire whether these troops were legally jn ser- 
vice; whether the commanding general had obeyed 
the orders of the President in calling them out? 
and whether the President had the power te issue 
such an order. ‘This Mr. J thought the first and 
most interesting question. What were the facts 
"rhe Secretary of War, in Dec 1817, authorized Gen. 
Jackson, if necessary, to call on the Governors of 
the adjoining states for militia; the effective regu- 
lar force being stated by the Secretary to amount 
to 800 men. On the 12th of January, 1818, Gen. 
Jackson informed the Secretary of War that he had 
appealed to the patriotism of ‘lennessee; had called 
for 1000 mounted volunteers; and for this depar- 
ture from orders was the house now called on to 
pass a bill which wou!d be in the nature of an act 
of indemnity. The President himself, Mr J. said, 
could not have called for those volunteers, because 
tie laws giving such an authority had expired; of 
eourse, he could not vest such a power in Gen. 
Jackson. Mr. J argued, therefore, that these vo- 
junteers had been called into service without any 
legal power in the General to do so; and he asked, 
if the house, because pathetically appealed to in the 
name and for the relief of the poor suffering soldier, 
would, by the paseage of the bill before them, sanc- 
tion this violation of authority? There were 800 
regular troops, Gen Gaines had brought iuto 
the field 1,800 Indians and Georgians; and Gen. 
Jackson added 1,000 ‘Tennessee volunteers—and 
all this force to pursue a handful of fugitive ited- 
sticks! But, had all this force been requisite—had 
the Tennessee troops been necessary, Mr J said, 
he would never sutler a military officer to invade 
the rights of this house, where, and where only, 
the peace and security of the people rested. He 
asked, whether these volunteers had been paid; 
and demanded to know what officer had a right to 

bay troups called into service without any authority 

rom the government? Ought not the President to 
have communicated the fact to this house, that such 
a force had been called into service without autho- 
rity; but, before he could countermand them, had 
rendered service to their country—and then asked 
of Congress to compensate them? Such, be thought 
would have been the proper course for the Presi- 
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dent to have pursued. Mr. J. said he would be 
slways ready to pay a just debt, but he was unwil- 
ung to pay those who had violated the laws of 
their country, He would not pay these soldiers « 
single cent. Was it possible, he asked, that any 
portion of the peuple of this country, a reflecting 
intelligent people, as they were, shoukl not buve 
enquired whether or not the commanding oilicer 
had a right to raise thia force? He could no! beheve 
it. Weare going on too rapidly, sud Mr J. Look 
whichever way we will, the public expenditure: 
cxceed the estimates; we are just now called upou 
to supply a deficiency for the navy; even the appro- 
priations for the public buildings, a matter of ex- 
pense susceptible of the most accurate estimaic, 
are exceeded by abuut a hundred thousand dollars. 
Gur embarrassments thicken upon us; already is 
this youthful nation brought, under these auspices, 
to this very singular situation, ala time of profound 
deace, either to borrow money or tax the people; 
and this in a time of prosperity, too, as we are told. 
The public expenses, Mr. J. said, were nearly as 
great as in the first yearof the war: was this proper 
in a state of peace? What, he asked, was the good 
which had resulted from this great expedition, the 
losses in which the house was now called on to in- 
demnity? They had been told that this vigorousex- 
pedition had done more than every thing else to 
procure for us the Floridas; but neither the vigor 
of the field or of the cabinet had yet been sufficient: 
to accomplish that object. Mr. J. concluded by 
protesting against both the amendment and the bill. 
Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, declined going intu 
a dissussion not strictly before the committee, but 
would merely say, in reply, that if he entertained 
the same view as to the legality of the force, us 
had been expressed by Mr. Johnson, yet would he 
not withhold compensation from men who had 
fought and suffered in the service of their countr;, 
as these voluntcers had. Those who asked com. 
pensation bad no agency in the alleged violation of 
the laws or of the constitution, Whether the com- 
mander had authority or not for what he did, the 
people believed or presumed he had, and accor- 
dingly obeyed the appeal that was made to them 
in the name of their country. In reference to the 
appropriation of 90,000 dollars referred to Mr. 
Storrs, he ayprehended some mistake. [Mr. Storrs 
read the act of 1818 to establish the correctness of 
what he had said relative to this appropriation. } 
Mr C. still believed this appropriation was intehd- 
ed to apply to other mounted volunteers also, wio 
were previously in service, many of whom werc 
yetunpaid The appropriation of $90,000, he pre- 
sumed, was inte to cover all claims of mounted 
men, and not for these alone, because that sum 
could not have been deemed necessary for thosc 
in the Seminole war. As tothe justice of the in- 
demnity, Mr. C. said it was true, when forage and 
every thing necessary was provided by government 
the risk of the loss of his horse ought to be borne 
by the person employed and paid for the use of it; 
but where they were deficient in evety thing for 
subsistence of their horses, as was the case in the 
Seminole war, they had, by justice and equity, a 
right to look to the government for indemnity for 
their losses, The former war furnished a preca- 
dent for this course; and that law, providing pay- 
ment for property lost or —9 in the military 
service, be approved as cordially as any ect which 
ne had ever secn passed. Mr. C. insisted also on 
the good policy of such an act in the present caseg 





it would give to the citizens a high idea of the je 
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tice of their government, and strengthen their at- 
tachment to it. In deing justice tothose men, who 
had done sv much to raise the glory of their coun 
try, Mr.C, said he should care not what was the 
Mate of the Treasury; in such a cause he would be 
wilting to fay taxes to raise the money, ana the 
people would cheerfully pay them. 

Mr. Jonxs, of Tennessee, entered at some length 
juto an argument in the support of this amendment. 
sud in reply to some of the reasons advanced 
ugainst it; arguing to shew the justice of the re- 
Inuneration asked for, and that it would not be an 
extension of the principle heretofore acted on in 
timilar losses, us contended by Mr, Smith of Mary- 
lund, Asto the general question, the volunteers, 
he thought, hada right to presume that the cail 
tipo them was legal, and they acted properly in 
cbeying the orders, right or wrong. He would no! 
enter into an examination of General Jackson’s 
conduct in calling on the volunteers; the soldiers 
jiad nothing to do with that enquiry, uor was the 
enquiry connected with the question before the 
committee. ‘Phe soldiers had done their duty 
fuithiully, and had the same claim on the govera- 
anent as if they had acted under the most correct 
orders, if ey were not of that character, which hie 
would not at this ime enquire into. 

Mr. Bi-Cox, of Virginia, observed, that, whether 
these troops got inte the field lepally, was one 
Guestion; and wheter they were to be remuner- 
sted for their losses, was another. Jn deciding on 
this subject, he should be governed by expediency 
alone. tle lad once been of opinion that it was 
propor to pay Uiese claims; but subsequent reflec- 
tion had changed that opinien, and the more he 
considered it the move he was convinced that the 


{No.3 


| manding general his authority for calling them out, 


after thev had got iuto the field. But these men were 
not soldiers; they were citizens of ‘ennessee vo- 
| tuntarily taking the field, and as such had a perfect 
fright, before they entered the service, to demand 


of the General by what authority he called on 


them, in this way. Mt was urged, as an argument 
in favor of the payment of these claims, that it 
would serve as an inducement to men to volunteer 
| nereafter, and stimulate their ardor; but the gal- 
lant spirits of this nation, Mr. J. said, would never, 
on any proper occasion, fee! their ardor damped 
because the payment of these claims on the public 
purse were refused. The example of a military 
officer acting without authority—raising an army 
without the consent of the nation—this was the 
kind of ardor which he wished-to damp. Mr. J. 
said he would go as far ag any man in paying a just 
;debt—he would mortgage the whole property of 
| the nation to preserve its faith; but he would never 
}consent to tax this people for the purpose of pay- 
| ing a debt contracted by violating the laws of the 
and. 

A motion was made for the committee to rise, 
but was negatived, by a vole of 75 to 54 

The question 60 the amendment proposed by 
Mr Jones, was also lost, without a division. 

Mr. Rages, of Tenn. then proposed an amend- 
ment, the object of which was to embrace cuses 
arising out of the late Creek war, and Which have 
not been heretofore settled. 

This motion, also, was negatived. 

The committee tien suse and reported a bilt. 

Mr Sroans moved to posipone it indefiviteiy. 

Mr. Cons, of Geo opposed the postn-meaeut, on 
the ground that there were cases of losses arising 














former law was unwise, If the goverument was to |! under the Seminole war, winch ought to be provid- 
{ pay tse soidier for his horse, the soldier ought to}! ed for, even thou) others were not. He referred 

refund what be had received of the government to | to the cases of wagons impressed into the service, 
f| pay for the use and visk of the horse—at least, the |! to transport the baggige and prov sions ef the Geor- 


i xovernment ought to pay only the balsnce, a‘ter} gia detachments of militia. Having proceeded into 
if j aleducting the amount alveady given to him. Mr.jithe interior of the country, the roads beca:ne so 
i MV’Coy repeated that this law was impolitic. He}| impassable that they could not return, and were 
at was willing to alter the standing laws of the coun-|! compelled to abandon their property. He boped 


try, and mieke the allowance fifty or even sixty) the gentleman would withdraw his motion, in or- 
cents per day for the use of the horses of volun-|) der to try this provision, at least, of the bill. _ 
j teers or mibtia, if it was theught proper; but he]; Mr. Sronas declined withdrawing his motion.— 
would wot consent to legislate in this way, first to]! His object was to reject the iil. Already the law 
ry 4 fair consideration for the risk and use o the} of 1817 was bropgit up as a precedent. If it was 
«em and then bis whole value. It would be bet-!! a bad precedent, as he believed it to be, the rejec- 
ter, hie said, to pay the full price of the horse in the |} tion of this bill would serve to abolish it. With re- 
' first instence, than to be subject to such claims | spect to precedents he went to say, motives might 
| Mr. Rei», ot Georgia, entered at some length! actuate one Congress in passing a law; which 
into a View of the circumst:mces out of which these would not operate on another Congress, He did 
cluims grew, to shew that they were just and equit-|) not mean to allude new to thé motives which indu- 
able tlis distance from the reporter cid not allow) ced tie passage of the act which had been referred 
the advantage of hearing his reeezrks; but he was]! to; bat he asked gentlemen to look over the list of 
understood to agree that tite conduct of the com- warrants issued under that law. They would there 
manding genera! had noting to do in settling this || find that hundreds of thousands of dollars had been 
question; and that these chims were entitled to | paid for lost horses and equipments, &c and, if the 
the same liberality as those which had been here- act had not fortunately expired, he had no doubt 
tofore provided for. Though in favorofthe bill, he || the gevernment woukl have bad to pay away 
avas not in favor of the proposed amendment; be · as much more. The bill now before the house, 
cause those cases of loss which arose from forced |! moreover, applied not only to cases of horses tost 
taarches, &c. were of a wature incident to the state! or dying duazug the war, but to cases arising out of 
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t of war, tae tick of which was ecniemplated and) it; and the bill was to continue in force tor two 
; provided for mn tie orginal contact Leiween the |) years from its passage —so that, for any horse used 
: geverumenc and the sekher. ‘in the Seminole war, dying at any time before the 
Mr. Jounsosx, of Virginia, rose to remove from | expiration of that teri, his owner might put in a 

Ins previous reouwrks any misconstrucuion. He || claim for his value, if he could but persuade him- 

f had not coatended ter ursuborduraiion, or ad- |) self or others that his death arose out of that war; 
3 vanced Be open that it would have been |, The bill, indeed, was full of defects. But, for the 
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principle, he had moved the indefinite postpone 
ment of the bill, and he must persist in his motion. 

Mr. Coxn said, that an objection to one provision 
of the bill could constitute no gool argument 
against another provision of the bill, acknowledged 
to be just. He theretore hoped the bil would not 
be postpored, but that it would be amended, and 

rassed, &e 

. At this stage of the business, the House adjourm 

ed until to-morrow. 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22.—Previously omintted. 

The house having resumed the consideration of 
the bill, and the motion for indefimte postpone- 
ment being under consideration— 

Mr. Gross, of New York, opposed the motion. 
He thought the bill aa equitable one, and deemed 
it unwortby of the dignity of the house tu get rid of 
it by a question of postponement. The amount 
paid for the daily hire of the horses, to their 
owners, did not release the government fro:n res- 
pousibility for their loss, by unavoidable accidents, 
or thenegligence of the agents of the government 
in supply ing them with forage. If the price thus 
given for the use of the horse was too high, it was 
not now the time to discuss that point: it was the 
price fixed by law. If the present state of the 
‘Treasury operated on gentlemen to oppose this 
bill, they ought tocome directly to the point, and 
say 80; but such an argument would not weigh 
withhim as to the legality of the orders by which 
these men were calle: into service, it had never 
entered into the heads of these generous men 
that they were serving without authority: their 
sole object had been the service of their country, 
and they never thought of enquiring by what an- 
thority they performed it. The President of the 
United States bad never complained of the Com- 
manding General’s exceeding his authority, in the 
exercise of his discretionary power to defend the 
frontier against invasion; and Mr. G. saw no reason 
for introducing that question into the discussion on 
this bill 

Mr. Raxpoten, of Virginia, rose; not, he said, 
with the intention of engaging in the examination 
of the great principles already touched on by other 
gentlemen, and essentially connected with this biil, 
but to state that, before he gave his vote, he must 
heve information on one point, on which he was 
now leftto conjecture. It was this. the government 
of the United States, having left a high military 
officer in commend of the thern frontier, with 
power, if necessary to call on the Executives of ud- 
jacent states for quotas of militia, that officer pro- 
ceeds to levy an army himself. The force thus 
raised must have been officered. The officers must 
have held commissions Mr. R. said, be wished co 
know under whom they held them—by virtue of 
the authority of tbe President of the United States, 
or of the individual who summoned them to the 
field? Until the house received this information, he 
was not prepared to act on this-bill in any shape 

Mr. Cannon said, that he was not able to give 
the information which had beenasked. but was 
himself under the impression, that the officers of 
the volunteers, to whom the gentleman had alluded, 
had acted without any commission at all. He ium 
self was one, at Jeast, who had so acted, and was 
recognized on the pay volls with the rank he bore. 
But, the question put by the gertleman from vir- 
Zinia ouglit not, however answered, to influence 
the house to reject this bill. 
the volunteers, he said, that they entered the ser- 
vice at the risk of losing their horses, unless such 
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It was understood, by f 
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loss was the effect of accident. Now, the want cf 


ſorage to support their horses was the fault of the 


| government—and he delieverl visi the priaciple of 


tui⸗ dill voulel be sustained by a court of law, if the 


government could be made a party iw a suit te des 
cule it ide did not ask the passe of the bill as 
gratuity, but asa right—a aght the more siroage 
hecause others under simidar circumstances had 
been paid. tn West Fennessee, which had fur. 
nished so many volunteers, there were many who 
had received pay for their horses lost ia the former 
war; and how would it tell, & persoas in the eam: 
families, who had in the late war endured equal or 
greater hardships, shontd be refused indeamity foe 
like losses? Many of tiem were young men, who, 
in taking their borses and equipments with them to 
the wars, had taken their ai; and, being to them 
sheir all, little as it was, it was as great a less te 
them to lose it ‘as for otzers to lose their thousands. 
Shall we, then, when, by the negtect or inabilny of 
the officers of the governmeat to furnish forage, 
their horses have perished, refuse to remunerate 
them? {t ought to be a permanent principle of the 
government to indemnity its citizens fur losses sus- 
tained in the cominun cause. If there wasa deficit 
of tea, or fifty miilions he would yct do justice ra 
cases of this description, &c. As to the appropria- 
tion of 99,000 dollars referred to by a gentleman 
from New York, Mr. C, said he was persuaded, aad 
indced had understood from the Paymaster-General, 
it was to cover uther payments than those to the 
mounted volunteers. 

Mr. Sronns suid, that, accord ng to the estimate, 
on which this appropriation of 90,000 dollars wag 
founded, the money was to pay for the mounted 
volunteers in the Seminole war. If indeed, as the 
gentleman from Tennessee seemed to think, the 
money appropriated for that purpose had been 
otherwise applied, it would be better to give up at 
once the power of this house over the disburse- 
meats of public moneys, and yppropriate a gross 
sum annually for military purposes, and leave the 
disposition uf the whete to tue discretion of the 
war department. If this misapplication of appre. 
priated moncys had taken place, he had no hesita- 
tion in saying it would bave been a trick and a fraud 
practised ow the house. Where money is appro- 
priated for the specific object, under the estimate 
of the Mead of any Department, it was not for that 
Department afierwards to teil this house that they 
wanted it for a purpose diiferent from that for 
which it was actually apprupriated. Appropriations 
must be applied strictly to their objects. Depart 
from this principie, and there wag_an end to all uti- 
{ity im appropriations. iecurring to the bill before 
the house, Mr,S_ said he objected to all generat 
provisions for paying claims, {t would be 2 collects 
ed, that Congress had found it aecessary ¢ romptly 
to interpose tor the purpose of checking disburse - 
ments under the claims’ law which was attempted 
to be made a precedent for tuis bill, You pass a 
law, said Mr S. containing general provisions for 
paying a certain description of claims. The exe. 
cution of this law ig entrusted to some subordinate 
vilicer of the goverament, and he may take it into 
his bead tu consider our intention to have been dif. 
ferent from what it appears to be, ss, from the 
the statement of the gentleman from ‘tennessee, it 
appears the paymasier general did about the appro. 
priation fur paying for the use oc the horses em- 

loyed in the Seminole war. These things will 








ppen; and the only security we bave against such 
misapprchensions, ts tu legislate for partiontar cases 
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as they arise. Mr. S. would not now, he said, en- 
ter into the general question of the legal.ty of the 
orders by witch these voiunteers were celled into 
J __ service; but he would siate, for the satistaction of 
gentlemen, that the house might eapect a reporton 
Fi this subject, at a future day, front a committee oi} 
rhe which he had the honor to be the churman. But 
hy! there was one thing, he said, which he knew not 
a how he could ever understand, and on which the 





: house would probably be left in the dark. There 
q were officers engaged in that expedition, who were 
j not known to the law at ali—suct as Commussaries, 
; Assistant Laspecto: Geverats, Adjutant Generals, 
H } and one Major General As toc the Indians, he 
mel if was at a loss to comprehend how or wiere they 
got their grades of office. Being an independent 
| nation, possibly they derived thei: rank from the 
council of their own natica, tor there — as Certainly 
nothing in eur laws to authorise the appointment 
of Indian officers. fle hoped the bill would be in- 
definitely posiponed. Should this motion prevail, 
he pledged himself, so far as he was concerned, to 
vive a fair consideration to cases, coming singly 
before the house, of such claims as would be em- 

braced by the bill if passed into a taw. 


ed again to trouble the House on this question — 


that it was unworthy the dignity of Uns house to get: 
rid of this question in this way. Mr. J. said he did 


{ know what he meant by the dignity of this House. ' 
" Was it unworthy the dignity of uns house to get rid: 
; of an unjust claim—a claim preferred by individuals. 
' who have violuted the laws of their country, and | 
violated the laws of nations too? ff this be undig-| 

nified, in his opinion, said Mr J. 1 shall’not ask the’ 
worthy gentleman from New-York to permit his’ 
: standard of dignity to square my actions. I consider, 
the dignity of this house essentially dependent on a, 
vn due observance of the constitution of the country, | 
; and of the iaws of nations: and shall we be told, 
that we prostrate that dignity, when we ask those. 
who claim us, by what authority they claim? This 
argument may have weight with the gentleman’ 
from New York; but it is worse than dust in the ba- 
lance with those who weigh their honor and digni-| 


| ty in the same scales as 1 do. Neither would the! 
| 





poverty of the treasury, I hepe, induce any gentle- 

inad to reject a claim presenied to us, were that 
i claim founded in jusuce. ‘lhe same gentleman has 
\ told the house, sad Mr. J. that the president had 
/ made no complamt that the general had violated 
} his orders; and intmated that until the president 
i complained, we ought to take it for granted, al- 
/ though the letter and the record to the contrary are 
| both before us, that he did not. 1, said Mr. J take 
T nothing for granted which is capable of demonstra- 
' tion, until the test has been apphed. Look at the 

order given to this commander in chief, and let us 
\ I exaroine for ourselves whether he conformed to his 
orders. Mr. J. then quoted the letter from the War 
iepartment to general Jacksun, directing bim to: 
repair to the fronuer and take command of the for- 
ees assembled there, and, if ine considered an addi- 
trenal foree necessary, end authorsing him to call 
an the executives of the adjoining staces for detach- 
wents of the militia, &c. ‘hat, he said, «as the or- 
ove; aud, he asked, whether the President of the 
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the service of volunteers? It he bad so done, the 
President of the United states, like the commancer 
in chiet of the southern division, would havé vio- 
iated the flaws of the country. The several laws 
passed during the late war with Great Britain, au- 
ihorising the President {o accept the service of vo- 
Junicers, bad at that time ether expired, or been 
repealed at tue close of tae war in 1815 The Pre- 
sident, Mr. J. said, could confer on military officers 
no higher power than le himself possessed. Dur- 
ing the late war with Great Britam, Congress 
thought it preper to pass a iaw to authorise the 
Presuient to accept the service of volunteers—be- 
Cituse Uae Consiitution haa prescribed the mode in 
which armies should be raised and officcred. It ig 
this Cuaricr, sad Mr. J which breathes into the 
President—into every cilicer ot the government, 
all the power he can legalty or righttuily exercise; 
aud it has made it necessary that ali armies, of eve- 
ry descripuion, shail be raised by authority of this 
house Such laws having been passed when they 
were necessary, they were repealed when the Re- 
presentatives of the Peopie saw that there was no 
longer any occasion for a torce of this description. 
When we were at peace witli all the world, said 








Mr. Jounson, of Va. said that he had not intend. | 


not precisely understand the gentleman, he did not | 








t.5 could have given general Jackson any otoer 
i orders? Could the President himself have accepted! 


Mr. J. it was not even dreamed of, that, to ciastise 


Hi a petty Indian tribe, and a tew runaway negroes, it 
Some remarks, nowever, from an honorable geutle- ', Would be necessary for an additional army to be 
man from New-York, (Mr Gross,) deserved nouce |; raised. 
‘That honorable gentleman had been pleased to say, | Milita should be called out, it necessary, vho were 


No, Mr. J. said, « was expected that the 


aiways ready which cailed upon, to march in de- 
fence of the country. He contended, therefore, 
that this force of 2,500 men, (1500 Indians and 1000 
mounted gun-men,) had been raised not only with- 
out any authority, but directly against the law of 
the country; and that these persons iad no claim on 
the United States, even for the payment of their 
wages, much less for payment for conungent losses. 
Mr. J. said, he had adverted to the state of the” 
Treasury, not as the gentleman from New-York 
seemed to suppose, to get rid ofa just debi. Far 
from it. He would mortgage the soil—he would 
tax the people as long as they could bear taxes, to 
pay the just debts of the nation. He had adverted 
to the state of the Treasury to show the important 
fact, that our receipts were already less than our 
expenditures; and thatit vas by the great increase 
of our expenditures, and allowing the Executive 
Officers to expeyd money without previous autho- 
nity, that this state o things had been produced. 
The President, said Mr. J directs an officer to call 
Milita into service: the officer cails into service a 
different force, of mounted gunmen—and you are 
then told you wil prostrate your dignity unless you 
pay all that is demanded of you? [ would not per- 
mit any individual, from the President of the United 
States downwards, to transcend appropriations by a. 
single cent. Vie President 1s bound to see the 
laws executed, aad he ought not to permit them to 
be transcended. Looking through ail the roll of 
public officers, you can find scarcely one who has 
not exceeded tae appropriatious made by law in his 
expenditures. You appoint a Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, to buy bricks and lime, and to 
ture brickiayers and carpeniers—to do what is a 
matter of calculation—and even he feels himself 
justified to exceed your appropriations by ninety 
or an oundred thousand dollars. The expenses of 
the Navy tor this year have exceeded the appropri- 
atien by five hundred thousand dollars: What is the 
excess of the military expenditure, we do not yet 
know. task, said Mr. J. if it be not time to arrest 
this progtess—this fearful and dangerous progress 
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to ruin? The moment the officers of the govern- 
ment should, by precedent, by the acquiescence ot 
Congress, be permiited to prescribe the rule v1 
their own action, and disregard the rule prescribed 
for them, the nation would indeed be going head- 
Jong to ruin ‘ 
Que word only in reply to the gentleman from 
‘tennessee, who had asked why a distinction should 
be made—why Congress should pay that portion of 
our citizens who had volunteered their services du 
ring the British war, and suculd retuse to pay those 
who had served during the Seminole Campaign 
Could the gentleman, Mr. J said, have reflected a 
momeat, and not have anticipated the answer? The 
one was a constitutional war, declared by Congress 
—aneither made by the President 0; the United 
States, nor by any officer subordinate to him. the 
cati for volunteers in that war was made under an 
existing law, passed by Congress, authorizing the 
acceptance of the services of volunteers. For ser- 
vices rendered by such volunteers, Congress were 
bound to pay, and to indemnify them for losses, 
where they were of such « character, as, by right, 
and the usages of war, the nation ought to have 
conmpeasated In the other case, the volunteers 
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people on the southern trouter were liable to the 
horrors of muider and devastation. At that time 
the Gavernor of Tennessee was at Knoxville, 200 
miles distant from Nastville. Waat was the Gene- 
ral to do; how was lie toact? Was he to send to 
the Governor of Tennessee, desinag bim to order 
the requisite numbe of miliva to be raiwed? In 
this event a Jetter, liable to accidents, must travel 
200 miies, and the answer 200 wiles, before the 
General would be intormed of the measwres adopt- 
ed by the Governor to embody the men; and he 
wouldbe obliged afterwards to wait untilthe num- 
ber was raised, in cowformity with the mibtia laws 
of Tennessee. Wiil it be said that Generai Juck- 
son, In the situation he was in, and knowmg the 
military spirit, patrrotism, and activity ef die offi- 
cers and privaits of the Tennessee militia, as be 
| did, ought to have so delayed? No, ‘The safety of 
the people forbade ii He dul that which was 
right, and it was his duty to do QGathe day he re- 
ceived the orders, he appeated to the patriotism 
of the people of Tennessec. Hé addressed a circu- 
lar to certain office:s of the militia, iadormng them 
of the state of things in the southerm country; that 





the aid of one thousand mounted gur-men, com- 


had gone into service without authority; and had |! pletely armed and equipped, and to serve during 


no claim, citber on the justice or liberality of Con 

ress His wish was to discourage such proceedings 
— and, if the rejection of this claim was 
calculated (o prevent any commanding officer from 
hereatter raising armies on his own responsibility, 
the result would be a most happy one for tbe coun- 
t , 
"i. Raza, of Tennesse, after noticing the object 
of the present bill, and briefly stating the objections 


to it, said, that these objections could, in his opi- ; 


nion, be removed. Un tne 26th December, 1817, 


| the —— — is asked of "West Tennessee 
' le 
‘| days? 


' 
4 


Can 
m, and be ready for the field in ten 
Ananswer is expected in five days, and it is 
anticipated Uiat tie number required is vow ready ; 
aud he intormed them that the crade of the officera 
{| 60 be determined by themselves, ov the platoon officers 
of the regiment; and the officers raising comfaties 
were to command then; and requested the officers, 
and aii such as could raise a coinpany, to meet him 
at Nashville on the 9th of that month. 

On the same 11th of January, 1518, the General 


you raise t 


| 
‘ 


said he, the Secretary at War issued orders to Gen. || addressed a leticr to the Governor of Tennessee, 








Jackson (o repair, with as little delay as practicable, ; 
to Fort Scott, and assume the immediate command ', 


then at Knoxville, stating to him that he had receiv- 
ed orders that day from the President of the Uni- 


of the forces in that quarter of the southern divi- 
sion; that tue mereasing display of hostile intent- 
tions by the Seminole ludians, may render it neces. 
sary to concentrate all the contiguous disposable 
force of iis division in that quarter; that the regu- 
lar force there was about eigut hundred strong, and 
that ove thousand militia of the state of Georgia 
were called into service; that General Gaines esti- 
mated the strength of the Indians at twenty-seven 
hundred; and states, should you be of opinion that 
our numbers are too smail to beat the enemy, you 
will cali on the executives of the adjacent states for 
auch an additional militia force as you may deem re- 
quisite; and, after —— several orders t. Gene- 
ral Gaines, concludes his le 

view you may be prepared to concentrate your force, 
and to adopt the necessary measufes to terminate a 


contest which it has ever been the desire of the; 


President, from considerations of humanity, to avoid, 
but which is now made necessary by their settled 
hostilities. 


of great responsibility, and complete power ade- 
quate thereto was vested inhim. On the 11th of 
January 1818, General Jackson received these or- 
ders, which were imperative and urgent The 
state of affairs in the southern country required 
immediate action. At that time Maj Muhlenburg, 
who had attempted, with the regular force under 
his command, to.ascend the Appatachicola rive: im 

mediately after the massacre of Licut Scott and his 
party, was with his troops, in danger of being des- 
troyed by a superiog force of the enemy, and the 


i 


{i it prudent and advisable to call from the west end 
These orders placed General Jackson in a state | 
! 


‘ted States to repair to Fort Scott; Georgia, with 
4 instructions to call on the Governors cf the neigh- 
‘boring states for such additional militia force ws 
may be deemed necessary to co-operate with ail 
‘| the disposable force of the southern division, against 
the Seminoles; that he had addressed a circular to 
! several of the brave ofiicers who served with him 


| duriug the Creck campaign; that a timely address to 


| the patrioiism of our citizens would enable him to 
; effect, by volunteer enlistinents, what would other- 
| wise have to be done by draft; that he had called 
| for one thousand mounted men; and, if the appexl 
| did prove inefficacious, that he would embrace the 
| earliest opjortunity of making the requisition on 


tter by stating, with this) him for a like number of dratted militia 


On the 12th of January, 1816, he addressed a let · 
ter to the Secretary at War, acknowledging the 
receipt 0} his orders of the 26:h of Decem ver; that 
he liad noted the contents, and would promptiv 
attend to them; and stating that he had deenw:l 


of iennessee for 1000 volunteer mounted gun- 
men, to serve during the campaign; that with (is 
force, in conjunction with the regular troops, ie 
covid act promptly, and, with the smiles of IMea- 
ven, successtuily, against any force that could Le 
concentrated by the Seminoies and their auxilianes. 
fe stated the reasous inducing him to call for 
these volunteers; that the offect of the appeal tie 
had made would be known by the 19th of Usut 
month; that he had written to the Governor of 








Georgia to continue in the field tae 1000 men re- 
quired by General Gaines, and stated bis reasons fog 
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doing so; and that he hoped to leave Nashville on 
the 22U of that month, for Fort Scott. 

Ov the 19th of January, 1818, he addressed 2 
letter to the Governor of Tennessee, informing him 
that on that day the officers had met him, and re- 
ported that two regiments of mounted gun men 
would rendezvous at Fayetteville, on the 31st of 
that month, prepared and equipped for a tour of 
six months; and on the 20th of same month he 
wrote to the Secretaay at War, from Nashville, 
stating that the officers had, on the preceding day, 
met him atthat place, and given every assurance of 
their ability to assemble two regiments of mounted 
gun men by the 318t of that month, at any desig- 
nated point within the western part of that state; 
that he had ordered them to rendezvous at Fayette- 
ville. and that he would leave Nashville on the 22d 
of that month, for Fort Scott With this letter he 
inclosed copies of letters from Colonel Arbuckle 
and Major Mublenburg, shewing that the former 
must remain inactive, and that the latter was then in 
a dangerous situation, 

On the 2ist January, 1818, General Jackson is- 
sued orders to Colonel A P Hayne, Inspector 
General, to repair to Fayetteville on the Slst, and 
there muster and receive into the service of the 
Uuited States; for six months, if not sooner dis- 
charged, two regiments of mounted voluntgers, and 
to conduct them by the most direct and practicable 
route, to Vort Scott. General Jackson set out from 
Nashville on the 22:1 of that month, for Fort Scott. 
Letters from Inspector General Hayne, of the 9th 
13th of February, 1818, to the Secretary of War, 
inform that the volunteers were mustered at 
Fayetteville, and had marched to the south bank of 
Tennessee river These proceedings manifest the 
promputude with which General Jackson executed 


the orders of the Executive; and he had reason to! 


expect that his proceedings would be approved by 
the Executive of the United states and by the 
Governor of Tennessee His proceedings were ap- 
proved by the Executive of tie Unired States, as 
will appear by letters of the 28th January—of the 
6th ot February, and 7th of March, 1818, trom che 
Secretary at War to bim. 

‘rhe governor of ‘Tennessee, in extracts of two 
letters, dated Murfreesborough, April 6th, 1818, to 
general Jack son, states that he feri received his jet 
ter of the 11th Jan. at Knoxville, seat of govern- 
ment; that that letter and his letter ot the 19h of 
Jan. had reached him by mail and states, * your 
mode of raising those troops met my entire appro- 
bation, and I gave it my support; in aiding captain 
Dunlap in raisivg & company of mounted vuln 


teers, at South West Point, which, I have sirce| 


learned, joined your army at Fort Gadsden.” The 
%. ° 


ciizens of Tennessee have, since the earliesi times, | 


been in the bacit of voluntardy performing military 
diwies, not only when they were part of the state 
of North Cargiina, but sso when under the go- 
verument of the territory south of the river Ghio, 
and also since they have been the state of ‘Uennes- 
see.) / 

To be continued 





———— 





JONATHAN ELLIOT 


Executes printing of every description at a short 
Rotice; on the Pennsylvania Avenue, oppesif the 
Canal; aud will Uiaukfuilly receive the commands 
of his frrends, and the public generally, 

June 29, 1819. 
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STATISTICS, 
The following important table of the state of 
Great Britain and France, in the year 1819, fur- 
nishes materials for much reflection 


Great Britain & Ireland: France, 
Surface ‘ 21,114,000 heetares 52,000,008 
Population 12,600,090 individis, 29,827,000 
Agricultura! capital 61,000,009,000 franes 57,522,000,000 
Gross product of agriculture 3,875,000,000 4,57: ,000,000 
Net product ot do. 1,451,300,000 - 1,345,000,000 
Gross prod. of manufacture — 2,250,000,000 1,404,000,000 
Horses, Mules, &e. 1,818,009 1,657,500 
Oxen, Ke, 7,200,000 4,582,900 
moor, —* — 365 16000 
‘ue of exports 000 370. 
Cotton, — |) raw and ee pital 
wroug! _ 25,000,000 10,509,000 
Pubsie debt 20,000,000,000 3,050,000,000 
Interest thereon 1,000,000 ,000 282,000 . 
i Revenue 1,500,000,000 889,210,000 
Proportion of Individuals —_1,800,000,000 827,740,000 


the popul.uoa of Great Brisain and Ireland, is 
17 miilions, instead of 12,600,000, which is the po- 
pulation nearly of Great Britain alone. Ireland 
cannot be rated at less than 5 millions of Individuls: 

It will be observed, how beneficially agriculiural 
cupital compensates in produce for population — 
these table: seem calculated on the data of Chap-⸗ 
tai and Colquhoun. T. C, 


* — — 


Par Navr.-The following is a correct return 
of ships building and ordered to be built, in the 
several Dock yards, with the number of guns they 
are intended to carry:— 


Plymouth. Pembroke. 
2 ot 124, guns. | 6 46 . 
1 10+ 2 28 = 
1 74 4 sloops 10 
1 69 1 bomb 
1 50 1 cutter ‘ 
3 46 Woolwich, 
2 28 1 84 
3 sloops 10 1 8) 
2 bomb. 1 74 
1 cutter 2 69 

Chatham. 4 46 
1 120 2 23 
t 106 1 20 
2 84 4 sloops i9 
3 45 Portsmouth. 
3 28 1 104 
3 sloors 10 2 74 
L bomb 1 60 

Deptford. 4 46 
1 84 2 23 
l 74 3 sloops 10 
l 60 Sheerness. 
6 46 2 sloops 10 
2 28 Bombay. 
3 sloops 10 2 

Pembroke. 1 a4 
2 84 1 46 





Total—three of 129 guns, one of 106, two of 104, 
eight of 84, one of 80, six of 74, five of 60, one of 
50. twenty-seven of 46, thirteen of 28, one of 20, 
‘wenty-four sloops of 10, six bombs, two cutters— 
grand tctal 100, 
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